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the ally of Alfonso VIII of Castile during the difficulties which disturbed
the latter's reign. He aided him also in the work of reconquest, not only
by the support given to the Castilian arms in the attack on the town of
Cuenca and other places, but also in the campaigns which he personally
undertook and in which he gained the towns of Caspe and Teruel (1170)
and secured the districts of Albarracin and Tarragona (outside the city).
By his assistance at Cuenca the King of Aragon obtained at the hands
of Alfonso VIII his release from the vassalage which bound him to
Castile. In 1179 the two monarchs signed a treaty fixing the respective
limits of their future conquests in Muslim territory, Aragon was awarded
the district of Valencia up to the port of Biar (almost in the centre of
the present province of Alicante), a precedent for the frontier agreed
on a few years later between Ferdinand III and James I, grandson of
Alfonso II.

Alfonso died in April 1196, and his son and successor, Peter II, made
yet another addition to his father's States in the shape of the county of
Urgel, ceded to him by Countess Elvira (1205), and that of Montpellier,
which came to him through his marriage with its heiress, Maria. These
additions only served to complicate yet further the political problem
created by the possessions of the crown of Aragon north of the Pyrenees.
This problem was caused by the proximity of the French kingdom, whose
rulers aimed at the mastery of southern France. An occasion of rupture
soon offered itself in connexion with the religious situation in this
territory, then permeated by the Albigensian doctrines, which were
considered heretical by the Catholic Church. Peter was a Catholic, but
he was also feudal overlord of the land in which the Albigenses lived
and spread their doctrines. Thus, while from a religious point of view he
was bound to combat the heretics, from the political point of view he
was bound to protect them from all attack, especially if sentiments other
than religious were involved; and this was to be feared on the part of
the King of France and certain Catholic French nobles. It is thought
that the consideration of this danger contributed to a very extraordinary
political action on the part of Peter II when he went to Rome to be
crowned by the Pope in November 1204. On this occasion the king
promised to be the defender of the Catholic Faith, to guard the churches
and their immunities, and to prosecute heretics, at the same time acknow-
ledging himself vassal of the Pope, from whom Peter offered to hold in
feudal vassalage the States of Aragon and Catalonia, with payment to the
Holy See of an annual tribute, in return for the support the Pope would
always give to the rulers of Aragon. If, as has also been suggested, the
reason for Peter's liberality was merely to secure aid from the Pope and the
Genoese and Pisans in his enterprise of conquering the Balearic Isles, it
must be owned that the price paid was excessive.

This was certainly the opinion held by most of Peter's Spanish subjects.
Nobles and communes alike demanded that the king should cancel the
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